
 December 2017 Edition --- Page 1 

               
               
               
               
      St Paul’s United Church  

10206 – 100 Avenue, Grande Prairie, AB  T8V 0V6 
           
 
 
 
 
 

Handbells are part of a rich diversity of music at St. Paul’s 
United church. St Paul’s originally borrowed a set of handbells from 
Harry Balfour School for a specific choir anthem. We loved the 
sound of the bells and our Music Director, Alison White, decided to 
embark on a fundraising journey to purchase a  
3 octave set of bells for the church. Each bell was donated and is 
inscribed in memory of a family member. By the year 2000, we had 
the bells that we needed and began playing for church services. In 
2004, we purchased a 3 octave set of hand chimes. The chimes were 
purchased in honour of the youth of our church, and the hand chime 
cases were inscribed with many children’s names. Last year we 
continued fundraising for a fourth octave of bells and donations 
came in honouring children, anniversaries, honouring a sister church 
in the Philippines, and in memory of family members. We so 
appreciate the generosity of the people of St. Paul’s! Each bell is 
uniquely inscribed, making it an honour for bell ringers to play them. 

Handbell music originated in England, but is now 

international. Some of our bell ringers take part in 
provincial, national, and international conferences 
of the Alberta Guild of English Handbell Ringers 
(ALGHER). Alberta has the largest number of 
handbell composers per capita in Canada, so we are 
blessed with their gifts of musical styles, as well as 
their participation as guest conductors / presenters 
at conferences. Handbell playing is like no other 
instrument. In a band or orchestra, each instrument 
can play a variety of notes so multiple melodies can 
be played at one time by different instruments. 

…cont’d on page 8 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Story of at St Paul’s United Church 

 

Dec 9th 
Jeannette 
Borstad 
Dec 15th 

Sherida Rossol 
Dec 16th 

Scott Maitland 
Dec 18th 

Fern Zutter 
Dec 22nd 

Nicki George 
Dec 23rd 

Rachel Haines 

Happy Anniversary 

Dec 29th – Nicki and 
Norman George 

Contact Info:  
Minister: Reverend Gord Waldie   Office Manager: Carla Johnson 

gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca   secretary@stpaulsuc.ca 
Music Director: Alison White   Web Page Editor: David Middleton 

bamwhite@telus.net    dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca 
Telephone: 780-532-2415   Fax:  780-538-9172 

Website: www.stpaulsuc.ca    Facebook page: @stpaulsunitedgp 
Office Hours: 9-12 and 1-3 - Monday to Friday 

Please send comments, 
ideas, articles for 

inclusion to Sharon 
Adams, 

sharad2224@yahoo.ca 
Cutoff for  

January Newsletter  
Wed., Dec.27th 

 

mailto:gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca
mailto:secretary@stpaulsuc.ca
mailto:bamwhite@telus.net
mailto:dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca
http://www.stpaulsuc.ca/
mailto:sharad2224@yahoo.ca
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From the United Church of Canada 

Make Gifts with 
Vision 

part of your holiday giving. 
Are you looking for a 
meaningful gift to give 
someone for Christmas, or 
their birthday, or just 
because? The brand new 
Gifts with Vision catalogue 
is a great way to make a 
difference and show 

someone that you care. This year’s catalogue is 
filled with gifts to meet every budget! To request a 
catalogue or make a gift by phone, call us at 1-844-
715-7969, or e-mail us for more information. Make 
your gift online anytime at www.giftswithvision.ca 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The end of the year is 
almost in sight:…and 
our Mission & Service 
goal setting form will 
soon be on its way to 
us! Also in the 
envelope will be 
Minutes for Mission 
2018, with new and 
heartfelt stories about our United Church Mission & 
Service ministries. 

BUT first we need to meet our 2017 Goal. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
New Video Series from Advent Unwrapped 

We are excited to introduce the third Advent 

Unwrapped third set of Advent videos. We hope 

that the videos will spark imaginative conversations 

about the who, what, when, and where of our 

Advent themes, leaving us with the challenge of 

discerning how these themes are lived out in our 

daily lives. Find out more at AdventUnwrapped.ca. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

2018 Canadian Church Calendar 
May still be available from the 
office?  If not you can get one 
from UCRDstore.ca. 
 

Prayer Corner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have a friend, a family member, or a neighbour 
that would like prayer support, PLEASE let us know. 

  
We’ll be happy to 
share stories of answered 
prayers too if you send 
them in. 
 
 
3 Surprising Benefits of Tracking Answered Prayers 
https://www.onlineprayerjournal.com/blogs/opj-
blog/2016/09/21/3-surprising-benefits-of-tracking-
answered-prayers/ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Eathyn Anderson and family, 

Kathy Horrelt, Kathy MacLeod,  

 
~ From WordPress.com 

 

https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=6ca356decf&e=709f51e41b
mailto:info@giftswithvision.ca
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=3b8589d9c2&e=709f51e41b
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=6f5d875e3f&e=709f51e41b
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=2b09e3b01b&e=709f51e41b
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=2a5d6fac32&e=709f51e41b
https://www.onlineprayerjournal.com/blogs/opj-blog/2016/09/21/3-surprising-benefits-of-tracking-answered-prayers/
https://www.onlineprayerjournal.com/blogs/opj-blog/2016/09/21/3-surprising-benefits-of-tracking-answered-prayers/
https://www.onlineprayerjournal.com/blogs/opj-blog/2016/09/21/3-surprising-benefits-of-tracking-answered-prayers/
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Christmas Hope 

Where do you need hope this year? 

That is what Christmas is all about.  We celebrate the coming of hope 

into our lives. The power of Christmas, in the end, is not about 

whether or not a baby was born in a stable with shepherds and angels 

and wise men.  The true power of Christmas is the coming of hope, of 

promise, of a renewed vision for the world. 

Where do you need hope this year? 

Hope can come in the way hearts are opened and people come to 

understand what it means to live in peace and harmony with their 

neighbours.  Just look at the classic characters Scrooge and the 

Grinch.  If even they can change then there is hope. 

Where do you need hope this year? 

Hope can come in the knowledge that we are not alone.  When we are 

surrounded by the love and support of family and friends we are 

stronger.  Then we are better able to face the challenges life has in 

store for us.  Hope is not that those challenges will never be there; 

hope is in the fact that we can, and will, meet them.  As you gather 

around the turkey, look at those signs of hope that share that table 

with you. 

Where do you need hope this year? 

Hope can come in the form of new life.  How many people, looking at 

the face of their newborn child, can resist that sense of hope and 

excitement?  We may know that the child in our arms will not always 

have an easy life but we still see the potential for amazing things lying 

there wrapped in a blanket.  As the hymn says “Our God becomes 

Incarnate in every human birth…We shall find Christ among us as 

child, or youth, or man.” 

Where do you need hope this year? 

Wherever you need hope this year may it be a part of your Christmas.  

The story we tell about a baby born in a manger is the story of a God 

who never gives up.  Christmas reminds us that God is with us, that 

God works with us to bring a better future.  May God walk with you at 

Christmas and throughout the New Year! 

~ Gord 
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Alberta & Northwest Conference 
news items 

 

Lethbridge Choirs sing for Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank 
Church Musician Ron Klusmeier is the President of 
the CFB in British Columbia and in 2016, Ron offered 
his choral arrangements to churches across Canada 
for the “Spring into Song” choir concerts with 
proceeds to benefit the Canadian Foodgrains Bank. 
Forty-one participating communities collected 
$80,000 in donations (and that was before the 
government match). 

  Read more here 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Conference welcomes new Archivist 
Angie Friesen has been 
appointed the new 
Archivist for Alberta and 
Northwest Conference. 
She has worked at the 
Provincial Archives of 
Alberta in several different 
roles over the past three 
and a half years and has 
been filling in at the ANWC Archives for just over a 
year. 
Angie grew up in British Columbia and has been 
living in Alberta since 2011 when she started her 
Masters in Library and Information Studies degree 
at the University of Alberta.  In her spare time, she 
enjoys playing hockey, watching movies, and 
reading. Read more here 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Edmonton Presbytery seeks Chaplain 
If you know someone that would be interested send 
them this link. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Naramata seeks presenters & ideas for 2018 
programs Interested in reading more follow the link. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
•Atlantic School of Theology Student seeks help 
with Research Project. Kim Curlett would like to 
interview people who fit the following  

ANWC News cont’d 
 

qualifications: identify as being Spiritual but not 
religious, attend worship in a United Church of 
Canada congregation and are 19 years or older. 
Read MORE 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Want to be a YOUTH DELEGATE  for General 
Council 43  
Looking for youth 15 to 
18 years as of July 2018, 
who are leaders in 
their home congregation 
and/or the wider church 
and have an interest in learning about the changing 
structure of the United Church, how policies and 
proposals are developed and submitted, and how 
decisions are made by the General Council. These 
youth (each Conference can send five) need to be 
available to participate in a Winter Learning 
Retreat February 16-19, 2018 in Ontario, be a 
voting delegate at our own Conference AGM in 
May 10-13, 2018, and attend General Council July 
21-28, 2018 in Ontario. One of the five will also join 
a Pilgrimage across Canada, learning and working in 
church-connected sites, as a summer job. 

Applications must be received by Dec 4, 2017. 
https://albertanorthwestconference.ca/15286-
apply-youth-forum-november-3/ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
These articles and more can be found on the Alberta 

Northwest Conference website any time. 
https://albertanorthwestconference.ca/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with a 
question, "Boys and girls, what do we know about 

God?" 
A hand shot up in the air. "He is an artist!" said 

the kindergarten boy. 
"Really? How do you know?" the teacher asked. 

"You know - Our 
Father, who does art in 

Heaven... " 
        

 

 

https://albertanorthwestconference.ca/15332-lethbridge-choirs-sing-for-canadian-foodgrains-bank/
https://albertanorthwestconference.ca/15336-conference-welcomes-new-archivist/
https://albertanorthwestconference.ca/15326-edmonton-presbytery-seeks-chaplain/
https://albertanorthwestconference.ca/15329-naramata-seeks-presenters-ideas-2018-programs/
https://albertanorthwestconference.ca/15329-naramata-seeks-presenters-ideas-2018-programs/
https://albertanorthwestconference.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be76b3351358cbe291a86a904&id=3038769cb7&e=dba274ae27
https://albertanorthwestconference.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be76b3351358cbe291a86a904&id=3038769cb7&e=dba274ae27
https://albertanorthwestconference.ca/15286-apply-youth-forum-november-3/
https://albertanorthwestconference.ca/15286-apply-youth-forum-november-3/
https://albertanorthwestconference.ca/
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Special Day Commentary 
From WLP-Seasons of the Spirit Curriculum 

December 1 – Mawlid an Nabhi (Islam) Muslims 
celebrate this day as the birthday of the prophet 
Mohammed, the founder of Islam, born this day in 
570. Since the 13th century, the day has been a major 
festival, usually preceded by a month of celebration. 
The day itself includes special worship, gift-giving, 
and feasting. While observed in many countries, 
some conservative Muslim sects consider the 
celebration idolatrous. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
December 1 – World AIDS Day World AIDS Day 
began in 1988 to focus global attention on the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic. People around the world wear 
red ribbons on December 1 (and throughout the 
month) to remind others of the devastating impact 
of HIV/AIDS in the world.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
December 3 – The First Sunday of Advent    
The first day of a new church year.  

Happy New Year 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

December 6 – St. Nicholas Nicholas was a fourth-
century bishop of Myra in southern Turkey. Known 
for loving and caring for children, Nicholas fed the 
hungry, healed the sick, and cared for the 
oppressed. However, it is the story of Nicholas 
saving three young women from a life of 
prostitution that has spawned numerous legends 
and traditions. Whether Nicholas threw money in 
the window (as one story goes) or tossed it down a 
chimney (as goes another) with the money landing 
in stockings hanging by the fire is questionable. But 
tradition says that a gift of money spared and 
rescued the women from poverty. Whatever the 
story, there has long been a tradition of bearing 
gifts to children on the feast day of St. Nicholas, 
which is still observed with great enthusiasm in the 
Netherlands as well as some other places. For many 
others, this practice (complete with stockings hung 
by the fire) was folded into Christmas celebrations.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
December 6 – National Day of Remembrance and 
Action to End Violence against Women (Canada) 
This day commemorates the tragic Montreal 
Massacre on December 6, 1989, where women were  
killed at the Université de Montréal because of their 

Special Day Commentary (Cont’d) 

gender. The Centre for Research on Violence  
against Women and Children was established in 
1993 with funding from the Canadian government 
to conduct community-centred research to help end 
the violence. While this is primarily a Canadian 
observance, it provides an opportunity for any 
group to focus on violence against women, and hate 
crimes in general.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
December 8 – Bodhi Day (Buddhism) On this day in 
596 BCE, Siddhartha Gautama (the Buddha) vowed 
to meditate under the Bodhi Tree until he attained 
enlightenment. Some Buddhists decorate their 
homes with lights on this day. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
December 12 – Our Lady of Guadalupe Arguably 
the most important celebration on the Mexican 
calendar, this day marks the date of an apparition of 
Mary in a village north of Mexico City in 1531. The 
day is marked with a great fiesta of dancing, singing, 
arts and crafts, and exotic foods. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
December 13 – St. Lucia Lucia was born of noble and 
wealthy parents in Syracuse, Sicily, in 284 CE. Her 
father died when she was an infant, and her mother, 
Eutychia, raised her as a Christian. At the time, 
Roman authorities were trying to re-establish the 
worship of Roman gods, and Christianity came under 
scrutiny. Tradition has it that Lucia, as a young 
Christian woman, was betrothed to a man who was 
not a believer. Lucia resisted the marriage, and in 
return for a miraculous healing of her mother, she 
gave away her inheritance and dowry to the poor. 
When her betrothed learned of this, he turned her 
over to the authorities. She was ordered to recant 
her faith but refused, and was killed in 304. Lucia’s 
name was derived from the Latin word for lux, 
meaning light. She often is depicted wearing a crown 
of lighted candles. Because of when her feast day 
falls, she has been associated with Advent’s theme of 
light, and her feast day is of major importance in 
Sweden. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
December 13 – Chanukah begins (Judaism) 
Chanukah is a holiday that cannot be found in the 
Hebrew Bible or Tanach. Its scriptural roots are 
found in the books of I and II Maccabees, which  
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Special Day Commentary (Cont’d) 

December 13 – Chanukah (cont’d)  appear in some 
Christian Bibles in a section called the Apocrypha. 
These books detail a small group of Jewish zealots 
who feared that the rest of the Jewish community 
was too ready to adopt aspects of Hellenistic culture 
into their Jewish lives. In turn, these zealots 
despised ideas that were not purely Jewish. 
Unfortunately, the Syrian-Greeks who ruled Judea at 
the time were not satisfied with an integration of 
the two cultures, but rather preferred an 
annihilation of the Jewish culture and religion. Led 
by Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the Syrian Greeks took 
over and defiled the Temple in Jerusalem. The 
zealots, known as the Maccabees, fought a guerilla 
war against Antiochus in 164 BCE, recaptured the 
Temple, and rededicated it. However, when the 
Maccabees finally rededicated the Temple they 
were not in time to observe the festival of Sukkot – 
which lasts, you guessed it, eight days. Today, Jews 
light a nine-candled menorah, known as a 
chanukiah, in observance of these events. (The 
ninth candle, known as the shamesh or “servant” is 
used to light the other candles.) Today Chanukah 
concentrates on the themes of religious freedom; 
the balance of living as Jews in a dominant non-
Jewish culture; and even miracles, too. Rabbi Adam 
Morris lives in Denver, Colorado, and serves as a 
consultant to the Seasons of the Spirit editorial 
team. He also answers questions posed to “Ask the 
Rabbi” at www.seasonsonline.ca. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
December 26 – St. Stephen Acts 6 records that 
Stephen was among those chosen to be the first 
seven deacons in the church in Jerusalem. Their job 
was to take care of the widows of the church, but 
Acts 6:8 states, “Stephen, full of grace and power, did 
great wonders and signs among the people.” 
Stephen’s actions and words caused him to be 
arrested and he gave a speech that angered the 
leaders so much that Stephen was dragged out of the 
city and stoned to death. The hymn “Good King 
Wenceslas” is in fact a St. Stephen’s Day hymn.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
December 26 – Kwanzaa begins Kwanzaa is an 
African-American celebration founded in 1966 by Dr. 
Maulana Karenga. The seven-day observance 
(December 26–January 1) focuses on the traditional 

African values of family, community responsibility, 
commerce, and self-improvement. Kwanzaa, which 
means “First fruits of the harvest” in the African 
language Kiswahili, is not a political nor religious 
holiday, and contrary to some belief, it is not a 
substitute for Christmas. Rather, it is a time of 
reaffirming the ancestors and culture of African-
American people.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
December 27 – St. John the Evangelist The church 
honours John, apostle and evangelist, on this day. 
Traditionally, John is thought to have been the 
youngest of the apostles. He was called by Jesus as 
he sat fishing in a boat with his father Zebedee and 
his brother James. Tradition suggests he is the one 
referred to in scripture as “the one whom Jesus 
loved,” the disciple who was entrusted with the care 
of Mary as Jesus hung on the cross. He was with Jesus 
in the garden and was a witness to the empty tomb. 
The fourth gospel is traditionally attributed to John.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
December 28 – Feast of the Holy Innocents In the 
middle of our Christmas celebration the church 
pauses to commemorate the slaughter of innocent 
children at the hand of Herod the Great. As recorded 
in Matthew 2:16, when Herod learned that the magi 
had left the country without telling him where to find 
the baby, he poured out his wrath on all male babies 
in and around Bethlehem. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
January 1 – Name of Jesus/Holy Family Day While 
some would not consider the first day of the year as 
anything other than a civic holiday, some churches 
do acknowledge it liturgically, and the Revised 
Common Lectionary provides readings for the New 
Year. Some traditions observe this day as the Holy 
Name of Jesus while others refer to it as Holy Family 
Day. The first recalls the circumcision and naming of 
Jesus when he was eight days old as recorded in 
Luke 2:21. The latter refers to the account of Mary 
and Joseph’s presentation of the infant Jesus in the 
temple when he was 33 days old, in accordance 
with the Law of Moses. This story, recorded in Luke 
2:2–4, relates how in the temple the prophets 
Simeon and Anna rejoiced at the sight of the baby, 
with the knowledge and understanding that the 
Messiah had finally come.  
 
 



 December 2017 Edition --- Page 7 

Parks Operated Outdoor Rinks 
Only certain rinks allow hockey, the rest are for skating only. Rink lights are on until 10 pm. Rinks are not for 
public use after this time. 
The rinks will be opened to the public once temperatures are low enough to sustain the ice surface. You can 
see if/when they are open at www.cityofgp.com  

- go to City Government > City Departments > Parks Operations > Outdoor Rinks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Neighbourhood Rink Program 
You can apply for an opportunity to erect and maintain a small skating rink in a park location near your home 
if you wish. Applications for this program are accepted until December 15th. Download the Neighbourhood Rink 

Program Form  
 
Other skating facilities are available at: 
Muskoseepi Park - Pavilion Skating Pond 
Dave Barr Arena – Indoor Public Ice Skating and Hockey 
Coca Cola Centre – Indoor Public Ice Skating and Shinny Hockey 
Revolution Place – call 780-538-0387 to confirm indoor public skating hours. 
 
FREE Public Skates: 
Sunday, Dec 17th - 2:30 pm – 4:00 pm - Coca Cola Centre 
Wednesday, Dec. 27th – 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm – Revolution Arena 
Thursday, Dec. 28th – 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm – Revolution Arena 
Friday, Dec. 29th – 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm – Coca Cola Centre 
Sunday, Dec. 31st – 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm – Coca Cola Centre 
 
NEW this year: 
 outside the Eastlink Centre - a crokinole ice pad is being created. Hope you get a chance to check it out. 
 

SCHOOL LOCATION OPEN TO PUBLIC LIGHTS 

Alexander Forbes 7240 Poplar Drive Hockey allowed Yes 

Crystal Park 9351 - 116 Ave. Hockey allowed Yes 

Harry Balfour 10815 - 104 St.  Yes 

Hillside 9410 - 106 Ave. Hockey allowed Yes 

St. Patrick 7810 Poplar Drive  No 

I.V. Macklin 8876 - 108 Ave.  No 

J.C Mackie Park 108 Ave. & 111 St.  Yes 

Kateri Mission 7906 Mission Heights Dr.  Yes 

Montrose Jr. High 6431 - 98 St. Hockey allowed Yes 

Swanavon 8908 - 100 St. Hockey allowed Yes 

Parkside School 9617-91A Ave.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cityofgp.com/
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=2031
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=2031
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The Story of Handbells at St Paul’s (cont’d) 

With handbells, one bell plays only one note, so each note is placed for when the bell is to be rung and when it is 
to be silenced. It takes a team (choir) to create a melody line. If we all play at the same loudness level, the melody 
is hidden amongst the sound, so players listen intently and the melody is drawn out. We try to show and hear 
melody for your 
audiences. Melody is 
passed around to 
different sections of 
the choir. 
     Our Handbell 
choirs have 
performed  in a 
variety of musical 
styles and settings, from classical music, hymn tunes, sound effects in Biblical stories, to the teen choir touring 
schools, competing in Music Festival, playing for seniors lodges, Festival of Carols, playing for ecumenical services, 
playing in other churches, at the Museum, playing at the Mall. We respond to requests from community to 
promote handbell music. Our main function is to enhance worship in church services. 
 Our Handbell choirs have many configurations of players such as small groups and soloists who take on the 
challenge of playing multiple bells at a time. Some of our players have been with us since 2000, some have joined 
us from other bell choirs and some have started playing just this year. 

Beginner bells practice from 11:20 am on Sunday mornings until noon.  We invite 
all who are interested in trying out the bells to consider joining us and seeing 
what it is we do. You will never know unless you give it a try! 
Adult bells rehearse Monday evenings from 7:00 – 8:30 pm.  We are always on 
the look out for bell subs and for players who have music experience. 

Please contact the Office, or myself, if you are interested in 
handbell playing. 
 We are often asked, what is next for handbells at St. Paul’s? 
Did you know that it costs upwards of $75.00 for each of our 
12 piece choir to have one piece of music to play?  If we play 3 
pieces on a Sunday morning, that’s $225.00 just for the music. 
Our Adult bell choir has been slowly increasing the level of 
difficulty of music and we have the players to keep working on 
more challenging music. Our first goal is to purchase more 
music that gradually increases the level of difficulty for our 
players. Our second goal is to purchase a fourth octave of 
hand chimes (we purchased our 4th octave of bells and much 
of our music includes that 4th octave of chimes). Our third goal 
is part of a long range plan to make our sound more balanced. 
Dr. Bob deFrece, from U of A Faculty of Education Handbell 
Ringers has explained the need for 8 bass bells to balance the 
sound of our 4 octave set (not to complete 5 octaves, but to 
begin building the bass sound. The bigger the bell, the higher 
the price, so this will take some time and planning. We are 

thankful for the wonderful support of St. Paul’s congregation. We are aware that handbells are one piece of a very 
active Church that responds to a wide variety of needs, programs, and ministries. We welcome our growth and are 
mindful that bell music ministry is one part of a complex budgeting process. I have had the privilege to lead this 
amazing group of dedicated musicians for the past five years. Bells and chimes have such a pure and beautiful 
sound – the music somehow gets into your being creating a sense of peacefulness and joy. We hope you enjoy 

listening to the bells!     ~ Jeannette Borstad, Conductor 

  

 

 

 

 

chimes Handbells 
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Around St Paul’s 
Leo Dawson’s 90th Birthday party on Mayne Island BC. 

Congratulations Leo looks like you had  
a great family gathering for the occasion! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Friday night Line Dancing will start again Jan. 5th 
 Many THANKS to Joshua and Caleb Benson 
 for the fun, the mind and body exercise, 
 and the laughter. 
 
      Zorba’s 
      Dance 
      & 
      Just Got 
      Paid 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

Some of the Roast Beef Dinner Peeling FUN 
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THE  ROAST  BEEF  DINNER 

THE PEOPLE : FRIENDS 
FAMILY - STRANGERS 

THE 
DISHES 
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WEBSITES of interest? 

Find a Little Free Library near you…….https://littlefreelibrary.org/ourmap/ 
Naramata Centre Society - https://www.naramatacentresociety.org/ 
Ministerial Mutterings - http://ministerialmutterings.blogspot.ca/ 
 

 

CHRISTMAS ANGEL CAMPAIGN 
Salvation Army 

• Unwrapped toys for 7-9 year old boys  
and girls (average price $25.00 per toy) 

• $25.00 Grand Prairie Mall gift cards for teens 

• Cash to buy perishables to add to food hampers 

• Items to be collected by Dec. 15th so they can be 
sorted and distributed. 

No time to shop? Cash donated can be converted to toys 
and gift cards by designated shoppers for you. 
 
GPRC Room of Plenty and Elder’s Caring Shelter 

• IGA Food stamp Cards 

• Canadian Tire Money 

• Cash donations 
 
As always, opportunities for us to serve in our community 
at Christmas and beyond. Thank you Angels!!! 

 

Your Local Outreach Committee 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 P.M. 
MONDAY, DEC. 11th 

Bring a friend, a potluck 
dish, your own place 
setting and cutlery. 

 

All women welcome! 
Hope you’ll join us for 

good food and good fun. 

 

https://www.naramatacentresociety.org/
http://ministerialmutterings.blogspot.ca/
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Looking Ahead – Save the Date(s) 
 

2018 
Fri., Jan 5th – Line Dancing starts again 
Mon., Jan 8th – First day back to school 
Tue., Jan 16th – 6 pm - Council Meeting 
Wed., Jan 24th - 7 pm (?) – UCW Annual General Mtg 
Fri., Feb 9th-11th – Presbytery Meeting here 
Mon., Feb 19th – Family Day (Alberta) 
Sun. Mar 4th – Annual Congregational Meeting  

– immediately following church 
Fri., Mar. 30th – Good Friday (kids start Easter break) 
Sun., Apr. 1st – Easter Sunday 
Mon., Apr. 9th – First day back to school 
Tue. & Wed. May 8-9th – ANWC Ministry Personnel 
Retreat 
Thu. - Mon., May 10-13th – 85th ANWC Conference 
meeting  (Sherwood Park) 
May 21st – Victoria Day 
Thu., June 28 – Last day of school 
Sun., July 1st – Canada Day 
Sun., Nov. 4th – Roast Beef Dinner (traditionally?) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Coming in 2018 
Immersion: Investing in God’s World 
Gord will facilitate this 8 session study which invites 
us to explore what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. 
Created by two United Church ministers (Richard 
Bott and Dave Anderson) in British Columbia it leads 
us through the basic precepts of Christian faith and 
challenges us to make that faith an integral part of 
our daily life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happening Free– around town 
 

Friday, Dec 1st – 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
Montrose Culture Centre, Rotary Community Room 
9839 103 Ave, Grande Prairie, AB 
Free 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Mon. and Tue. Dec 4th and 5th – 7:30 – 9:00 pm 
Festival of Carols – St. Joseph Catholic Church 
10404 102 St 
Donations of non-perishable food items or cash for 
The Salvation Army the kettle campaign are 
gratefully accepted at the door. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Saturday, Dec 9th – 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
Grande Prairie Museum 
102 Ave & 102 St 
Includes: 

• Sleigh Rides 

• Chestnut roasting 

• Snow painting 

• Roaming Carolers 

• Children’s Crafts 

• Performances 

• Ginger Bread Silent Auction ends at 4 pm. 
Winners contacted next business day. Proceeds 
to local, registered charity of the winners choice. 

• Hot chocolate 

• Photos with Santa 

• Storytellers 

• Official Opening of newest exhibit 

• Metis Giving Tree *The Grande Prairie Museum 
is also collecting non-perishable food items and 
new winter accessories and socks under our 
Metis Giving Tree. All donations go to Native 
Counselling Services. 

 
 
 

 

 

While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught up to 
an Amish carriage. The owner of the carriage 
obviously had a sense of humor, because attached to 

the back of the carriage was a hand 
printed sign... "Energy efficient vehicle: Runs on oats 
and grass. 
Caution: Do not step in exhaust."  

 

 

Sunday after church, a Mom asked her very young 
daughter what the lesson was about. The daughter 
answered, "Don't be scared, you'll get your quilt." 
Needless to say, the Mom was perplexed. Later in 

the day, the teacher stopped by for tea and the 
Mom asked what that morning's lesson was about. 
She said "Be not afraid, thy comforter is coming." 
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Day of 
Week 

What’s Happening 

Fri 1  

Sat 2 9:00 am – Decorating the Sanctuary 

Sun 3 

10:00 am Church / Sunday School  
Local outreach offering  
Guest preacher - Emily Sylvester  
Adult Bell Choir will be playing 
3:00 pm Santa Claus Parade – 
handing out hot chocolate and candy 
canes. 
7:30 pm – CGIT Vesper Service 
           Christmas ….with Love 

Mon 4 
7:30-9:00 pm – Festival of Carols 
St Paul’s Bell Choir playing 

Tue 5 
7:00 pm CGIT   &   Explorers  
7: 00 pm UCW Unit 1 
7:30 – 9:00 pm – Festival of Carols 

Wed 6 

10:00 am   Tai Chi 
5:30 pm   Tai Chi 
7:00 pm – last night of the Advent  
                        Study group. 

Thu 7 7:30 pm   Adult Choir  

Fri 8  

Sat 9  

Sun 10 
Beginner Bells playing prior to church 
10:00 am   Church / Sunday School 
Communion will be served. 
11:15 am   Junior Choir 
12:00 pm   Beginner Handbells 
6:00 pm – Emerald Gardens service 

Mon 11 
6:30 pm - UCW Potluck – 
               – all ladies welcome 

Tue 12 
7:00 pm CGIT   &   Explorers  
1:00 pm   UCW Unit 2 

Wed 13 
10:00 am   Tai Chi 
5:30 pm   Tai Chi 

Thu 14 7:30 pm   Adult Choir 

Fri 15 
7:00 pm – Carol- singing  
           at Heritage Lodge 

 
 
 

Day of 
Week 

What’s Happening 

Sat 16 
10:00 am – Pageant Rehearsal  
                       and Hot Dog Boil 

Sun 
17 

10:00 am   Sunday School  
Christmas Pageant 

11:15 am   Junior Choir 
12:00 pm   Beginner Handbells 
3:00 pm   Blue Christmas Service 
                 In the Friendship Room 
7:00 pm – Labyrinth Walk 

Mon 18  

Tue 19 
7:30 pm – Carol Singing 
                  at Wild Rose 
(no CGIT/Explorers)  

Wed 20 
10:00 am   Tai Chi 
5:30 pm   Tai Chi 

Thu 21 Adult Choir – Party  

Fri 22  

Sat 23  

Sun 24 

10:00 am   Church / Sunday School 
11:15 am   Junior Choir 
12:00 pm   Beginner Handbells 
 
 
 
8:00 pm – Christmas Eve Service 
Adult Bell Choir will be playing 

Mon 25 Christmas Day     Joy to the World 

Tue 26 (no CGIT/Explorers) 

Wed 27 
10:00 am   Tai Chi 
5:30 pm   Tai Chi 

Thu 28 7:30 pm   Adult Choir 

Fri 29  

Sat 30  

Sun 31 

10:00 am   Church / Sunday School 
11:15 am   Junior Choir 
12:00 pm   Beginner Handbells 
6:00 pm – Pioneer Lodge Service 
New Year’s Eve 

 

 

 

 
** NOTE - some changes likely re choir practices indicated** 

Advent 1 
HOPE 

Advent 2 
PEACE 

 

 

Advent 4 
JOY 

 

 

 

Advent 3 
LOVE 


